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So here we are! The end of my first year as Headteacher at St John Fisher Catholic College. I get up
every day and I am excited to come to work. I am beyond fortunate to work with such amazing staff and
young people. It seems to have gone in a flash, but on the other hand I feel as though I have been here
forever. This year has seen some amazing highs in our school community, many of which are included in
this newsletter. In addition we have experienced a successful Ofsted visit, secured £2.2 million in CIF
funding to replace our old and dilapidated mobile classrooms with a new building and have
finally started work to improve our pupil toilet facilities.
However, this year we have also experienced the sad loss of two of our Teaching Assistants, Miss
Smallwood and Mrs McDermott and we continue to pray for them and their families. We also have a
number of staff who are sadly leaving us this year and we wish them every success for the future.
We will end the year with a Mission to help focus us for next year. 'Aspire not to have more but to be
more' is the central theme. This is a wonderful way to finish the school year, a time where our school
community can reflect on the important values of our Catholic School.
I wish you and your families all the very best for the summer holidays.
God Bless - Mrs T Madden

After fifteen years as deputy head teacher at St John Fisher; I will be hanging up my teacher’s
gown at the end of this Summer term. I have had a wonderful time at this lovely school and I
would like to thank all the parents, staff and friends of the school who have made it such a good
experience. I wish the school community every good wish as it moves even further into the
twenty-first century; and faces the challenges the future will bring. My prayers are with you all.
God Bless, Mr M Kavanagh
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New staff are as follows for September 2017
Mrs Amison – Teacher of Music
Miss Barnes – Teacher of English
Mrs Brabbs – Teacher of Science
Mr Goodstadt – Teacher of Humanities
Mr Harding – Teacher of RE
Mr Hillen – Lay Chaplain
Miss Hughes – Teacher of Mathematics
Mr Kain – Teacher of English
Miss Parr – TA Volunteer
Mr Shaw – Maths maternity cover
Mr Shropshire – Teacher of Science
Miss Tanner – TA Apprentice
Miss Tinsley – TA Apprentice
Mrs Tyler – Teacher of RE
Mr Walker – Teacher of Computing/ICT

Staff leaving, we wish them well:
Mr Barbour
Mrs Farrington
Mrs Machin
Mr Wood

Mr Brankin
Mrs Juszkiewicz
Mr Mainwaring

Mrs Dempsey
Mr Kavanagh
Miss Melia

Restructure of Staff
There has been a significant re-structure of staff. Please can parents and carers note the following
members of staff who are first contacts for concerns/queries from September 2017 in relevant
faculties/areas:
Faculty Leader of RE: Mrs Willis
Faculty Leader of Maths: Mr Bailey
Faculty Leader of English: Miss Ravenscroft
Faculty Leader of Science: Mr Melling
Faculty Leader of Humanities: Mr Lemmon
Faculty Leader of MFL: Mrs Higgins
Faculty Leader of Performance (Music, PE and Drama): Mrs Golds
Faculty Leader of Technology: Mr Milan
Progress Leader for Y6 Transition and Year 7: Mrs Rundle
Progress Leader for Year 8 and 9: Mr Hawthorne
Progress Leader for Year 10 and 11: Mrs Teague
Pastoral and Behaviour for Learning Leader for Year 7 and 8: Miss Addison
Pastoral and Behaviour for Learning Leader for Year 9, 10 and 11: Mrs Vodrey
Assistant Headteachers: Mr Burke, Ms Rogers, Mr Stevens, Mr R Wakefield
Deputy Headteacher: Mr Murray
Please do not hesitate to contact any of these members of staff if you would like to raise any query.
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On the 18th June, Mr Mayland came into our school and told us about the new
campaign 'Power to Be'. It is about how people in other countries haven't got
as much as we have, like electricity, money, food and clean water.
We watched a PowerPoint presentation about people in different countries
and heard their stories. We learnt some facts about electricity use around the
world. We also wrote messages on pieces of paper to the World Bank, asking
them to help more people in developing countries and attached them to the
sun.
“We learnt that people are not as fortunate as we are, and we found
out how many people haven't got the same amount of things as we
do. So if you haven't heard about this campaign then go onto the
CAFOD website to find out more.
By Lottie Powner – 7O
http://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Power-to-be/Energy-campaign
https://e-activist.com/page/7676/petition/1

2017 Alumni
Congratulations to:
Michael Keane who gained a 2:2 in Medieval History at Bangor University
Aswin Joseph gained a 1st in Maths at Keele University
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Some of our Gifted and Talented Science students went on a trip to Catalyst
recently. Here are some of their thoughts on the day …..

“On 30th June, the Gifted and Talented group went on a trip, organised by Mr Schauer, to the Catalyst
Science Discovery Centre in Widnes, Liverpool. The centre is situated on a lovely site with great views of
the Runcorn Bridge.
We went to many talks and activities, the most interesting being the activity in which we created a slimy
product by mixing a powder with water. It was solid, but it turned into a liquid when you touched it. This
was great fun, but very messy!
Other activities consisted of: a talk about engineering, in which we were given the chance to create our
own bridge out of Lego; an introduction to the life of an astrophysicist, where we looked through a
telescope that showed you your body heat; a lecture on recycling metals, in particular aluminium; a
pleasant, up-close view of what goes down your toilet followed by a talk about sewage systems (just the
thing you need after eating your lunch); and, finally, we learnt about different ways of making electricity such as solar panels and wind turbines.
The centre also has a wonderful museum where you can interact with different experiments. One
particularly interesting one was where you looked in a mirror whilst shining a (safe) light in your eye and
watching your pupil contract.
Overall, this was a very interesting and educating day.”
Maria Conlon 8S
“We found it quite interesting with a set plan throughout the day. Some of the career-based
activities were fun to learn about and see how particular subjects transferred to jobs. There
were a wide range of different freebies which encouraged us to learn more at home including a
useful Science Dictionary. Our overall experience of Catalyst was different than previous trips
and opened up everyone’s minds to more and more possibilities. We hope to go again soon.”
Rachel Bromley 8S
“We had a great time! We learnt loads of interesting job options through taking Chemistry, Biology
and Physics. It helped me realise how much science can actually help me in the future and I need to
try really hard in my lessons. I enjoyed making a bridge and learning about engineering. The whole
day was amazing and a really great experience! Everyone there was so kind and generous! I’d love to
go again and learn about the local science companies.
Esme Kenny 8J

Some photos from FLD

Tittesworth reservoir walk
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Duke of Edinburgh
Practice Expedition - 14th-15th May 2017
Students started at Tittesworth Reservoir and walked to Hillsdale to stay at
Big Hillsdale Farm. The participants then continued their journey to Dovedale.
Participants visibly improved their navigation skills and camp craft during the
weekend and the accompanying staff from No Limits Development AAP
where very complimentary about the young people.
All students found the weekend a challenge, and
there were a few tears, but all students
demonstrated strength of character and there was
also plenty of laughter over the weekend.

Bronze Assessed Weekend: 20th - 21st May 2017.
Participants started at Teggs Nose Country Park nr
Macclesfield. The sun was shining as all the groups left, but
unfortunately took a turn for the worst around lunchtime, with some groups experiencing a hail storm
at the top of Shutlingsloe hill.
All groups made it to Gradbach Scout Camp, some taking a little longer than others due to being
distracted by the return of good weather, a river and a rope swing.
Groups then made their way back to Tittesworth on the Sunday, with some passing through Lud's
Church.
The assessors from No Limits were really pleased with our
students and were very complimentary towards their
attitude and behaviour. All 29 students passed their
expedition - which is brilliant for our first cohort of Bronze
students as a Direct Licensed Centre. Well done!

During the Autumn term; after school basketball clubs
will take place for all year groups. These will be run by an
external qualified coach. The cost of attending the club
will be £1.60 per session, but payment will be required
upfront for the whole term. The sessions will be between
3.30pm and 4.45pm. Years 7-9 will be on a Monday and
years 10-13 will be on a Thursday. Letters will be given
out to students that are interested at the start of the
Autumn term.
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Y12 Face2Face Event Visit
On Wednesday 5th April the Lay Chaplain and 2 Sixth Form pupils visited the Face2Face event held by
the Vocations Office at the Birmingham Motorcycle Museum.
Guest speakers ranged from Bishop Caggiano, who oversees the Diocese of Bridgeport in the U.S., who
talked about his experiences during his time as a seminarian, and Jimmy Mitchell, a passionate faith
speaker and composer who talked about the idea of becoming a virtuous man and desiring God. Pupils
got the opportunity to ask priests and seminarians about discernment, and also had open discussions
about faith with other students and seminarians who attended. The event was then brought to a close
with Eucharistic Adoration led by Archbishop Bernard Longley. Overall, the event was very successful,
and has really made an impact on the pupils who attended.
‘Face2Face has been a new experience for me; allowing me to perceive how the glory of God has
worked through people from 3 different speakers. In particular, one of the guest speakers at the event
spoke of science & faith; about how patterns we find in the universe, such as the spiral of a shell or the
Fibonacci sequence correspond with the idea of a creator. Further, the event taught me how to focus on
God’s word, and to silence temptations that
distract me from leading a virtuous life.’
Marc Amil 12PL
‘The Face2Face event which the Archdiocese of
Birmingham organised was a real experience to
encounter the vocations the Catholic Church has
for men. Throughout the day there were talks from
Priests, Seminarians, and religious leaders. This
allowed me to get a good idea of the vocations
and how to discern for it. The talk from Jimmy
Mitchell really touched me as he gave his own
testimony on how he came to know Christ and how
the Holy Spirit came upon him like on the day of
Pentecost. Overall this was a great event and I’m
looking forward to the next one!”
Ashwin Thomas 12SH

Greenpower F24 Racing
On Thursday 13 July was a long day (5 am alarm!!) but well worth it. We had one of our best performances on
the track. The kit car won both its races with the other car coming a very creditable 6th in the open category.
The setting was also lovely with a sunny seaside backdrop.
Great day!! - massive thanks to Mr Ecclestone and Nigel from KMF!! - Mr Milan
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Shipwrecked en France – our French Play
13 year old Tyler is on holiday in France with his mum. While
playing in the sea in his little inflatable dingy he didn't realise the
strength of the coastal tide as it pulled him out to sea.
Eventually his dingy washes ashore but miles down the coast.
There is only one thing he can do, walk, all the way back along the
coast, dragging his dingy.
Tyler's march along the beach turns into a mini adventure as he
meets many French locals on the way.
Two things are certain; Tyler is going to know a lot more French
by the time he gets back and his mum is going to be so angry!
On Wednesday 21st June, we welcomed Y5 from some of our
feeder schools and together with our Y7 learners; we watched a
performance by the fabulous theatre company - Onatti productions Ltd.
We were treated to a hilarious and engaging piece of French and
English theatre, which had the children and staff
enthralled. Onatti always delight us and as usual their play was
very much an interactive piece, with some of our learners invited
up, to briefly play a role in the play. We had lots of volunteers as
you can imagine!!!
As always the children and staff loved it and there were laughs aplenty!
Following the performance, our Y5 learners were treated to a Food
technology session-where they made the delicious Croque
Monsieur with Mrs Ayre and Mr Farrell, whilst others had a
virtual trip to the seaside in their French lessons with Mrs Higgins,
Mrs Redmond, Mrs Ellis, Mr Schauer and Mrs Melling
In the words of one student: "Can't wait for next year's play!!!"

Two year 7 students recently represented
Staffordshire at an athletics meeting against
Shropshire. Sam Bromley and Zach Townley both
won their respective U13 shot putt competitions.
Congratulations to both students on their
sporting success.
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ENTRY INTO Y7 - 2018

OPEN MORNINGS
09.15 – 10.30 Thursday 28th
and Friday 29th September
OPEN EVENING
7 – 9 pm Thursday
28th September

Open evenings for September 2018 entry:
St John Fisher - Wednesday 8th November - 7.00pm
St Margaret Ward - Tuesday 14th November - 7.00pm
St Thomas More - Thursday 23rd November - 7.00pm
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Year 10 German Trip to Stuttgart
In June our GCSE German Y10 learners had the opportunity to take part in an educational visit to
Stuttgart in Southern Germany. This was a great opportunity for learners to practice their
language skills in a native environment and gain greater confidence in preparation for their exams
in Y11. Learners had a very busy 4 days completing a wide variety of tasks ranging from translating
tourist information for a guided tour of Stuttgart to creating and performing some very
entertaining German “Youtube” clips! All Y10 students were a credit to the school, and were
praised on numerous occasions by native German speakers for their willingness and enthusiasm in
conversing with them in German. Highlights of this years’ trip were also visits to the Mercedes
Benz Museum (highlighting Stuttgart’s role as the
centre of the German car industry), Marbach (which is
the birthplace of the German author Friedrich
Schiller), as well as as going to the top of the
Stuttgart Television Tower with its views over
Stuttgart and the Black Forest.
Mr R Schauer
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Lourdes Pilgrimage 2017
This year the school took part in their 10th
pilgrimage to Lourdes with the Archdiocese of
Birmingham.. There were nearly 1000 pilgrims
from Birmingham in Lourdes, as well a large
pilgrimage groups from Austria and Portugal.
16 Students from Y9, 11 & 12 joined the
pilgrimage, accompanied by the Lay Chaplain, Mrs
Kinrade and a volunteer. After an arduous 26 hour
coach journey, broken up only by a 90 minute ferry
crossing, and a few short stops along the way, the
group finally arrived in Lourdes. They joined in with
everything, and represented the school brilliantly,
with a number of brave pupils walking the stations
of the cross barefoot to experience some of the
pain Christ suffered. They were always happy to
help anyone who needed it, and did it with a smile on their face.
For some of our pupils this was their first pilgrimage, and for others their second and they are looking to
join the school group and go back to Lourdes again next year. Whilst on pilgrimage, one of the school’s
ex-pupils Ben Durham received a 5 year service medal. As well as this, our Y12 pupils working in the
accueil received special praise from the Archbishop for their dedication in helping the sick pilgrims.
During one dinner time, Bishop McGough also joined our
school group for lunch!
We were also very proud of Joe who was asked to carry
the statue of Mary during the torchlight procession. This
is a great honour and not many pilgrims are able to
experience this. Joe did himself and the school proud.
The students all talk about how the experiences they had
in Lourdes really opened their eyes to how lucky they are,
and made them very grateful for their happiness and
health, so much so that all of the pupils would like to go
back again next year. One of our Y9 pupils, Holly, said
that ‘Lourdes was a magical place’. When asked about
their favourite aspect of the pilgrimage, one of our Y9
pupils, Sean, stated that he mostly enjoyed carrying the
national flags in the International Mass.
The pilgrimage gave them the opportunity to work in
the service of those less able, due to illness and
disability, and they received many positive comments
about their willingness to support anyone who needed
it.
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‘Potter Tea since 1863’
We are delighted to introduce Alice,
Blessing, Roda and Scarlett who are
this year’s finalists of the Stoke City
Community Trust ‘Design a Product’
Competition. This year, Stoke City
wished for learners to design a Stoke
City Mug with the winning design
being put into production and sold in
the Club shops. This wonderful
opportunity was too great a challenge
for the girls to miss and they began
working together to create an original
and imaginative mug which they
submitted to be judged. The panel,
who judged over 120 entries before
whittling it down to just 20, invited the
girls to the Stoke City Bet 365
Stadium to pitch their design. The
girls were asked to prepare a gallery
of work for this which featured market research, design ideas, the target audience and costing. The girls
were greeted and taken to the Tony Waddington Suite, which was presented Dragons Den Style and this
is where they met other schools. The girls placed their work on display and enjoyed the activities of the
day. Although the girls did not win, their feedback was outstanding. They were an absolute credit to the
school. We are very proud of their creative efforts.
Well done girls! Miss Mountford

The design:
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The Great English Language ‘Bake Off’
Year 12 English Language students have covered many different topics this year: language and gender;
language and occupation; language and region and language change, to name a few. With the summer
holiday approaching, Mrs Smith decided it was a good time to review the course in a fun way and so the
Great English Language Bake Off was born.
Mrs Smith asked students to bake a cake which related to a topic or area of study from the course. The
challenge would then be to explain how their cake reflects this topic. English teachers would decide a
winner based on both relevance to the topic and (of course) taste!
Students more than rose to the occasion and an impressive
array of cakes were created. Contributions included a Language
and Occupation Victoria sponge cake, complete with a mini
teacher and handmade books; a chocolate and vanilla marble
cake with the words ‘Eat Me’ spelt out in Old English runes; a
chocolate gender cake which was decorated with examples of
male and female language use. However, special mention must
go to Tia Billings and Alicia Murray who created a magnificent
cake reflecting some key ideas from Language Change. The cake
was decorated with the colours of the British and French flags,
reflecting the influence of French on the English language after
the Norman Conquest of 1066.
All students made a fantastic contribution to the challenge and
the cakes were then sold to raise money for the charity,
Sanctus.
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School Speaker Competition
During March and April months the school council meet to discuss entering in to the School Speaker Council
Awards organised by John Bercow. This is a national competition open to all school councils and encourages
students to choose and run one project that has a positive impact on the school and / or wider community. Each
form representative was given the task of asking their form for one idea that the project could discuss. At the next
meeting all the ideas were collected, discussed and then put in to a PowerPoint presentation that was emailed to
all forms, asking them to vote for which one they thought the school council should do.
The votes came back as a draw! The top choices were either, a project
focused on helping people and students with mental health or a project
focused on improving the school’s gardens. The council discussed which
of the two they thought would be the most effective. They decided that
the gardening and
improving the overall
look of the school
gardens would also
help
with
mental
health.

The first thing the council did was to decide 2 areas of the school
gardens that needed updated. They re-designed the outside
flowers beds and 2 large area of the small garden by the
mobiles.
The council then decided that they wanted to help improve the
th
local area as well. So we contacted Jo Morris from the Borough Council and on Tuesday 13 June 8 students and
2 staff met Jo at a local food growing park. Here the council plant fruit and vegetables that people in the area are
welcome to come and pick when it is ripe. The students got stuck in completing a variety of tasks such as helping
to prune bushes, paint railings, weed and plant new vegetables. The students also prepared some plant boxes that
would be filled with flowers for a local care home. The students made a real impact in the 3 hours they were there
and Sean Remegso (9T) remarked that he felt he was making a direct impact on the local community. Other
students also commented that they had had a good time and Tallulah Poole (90) said she had improved her team
building skills. Tom Alcock (7H) said he loved being in the fresh air and Mymuna Hussein (8O) said that she was
glad to have completed a “good deed”.
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The school council are now looking at further ways that they
can help out in the community such as sponsoring a flower
bed in the town and then being responsible for looking after it
throughout the seasons.

The Tempest at Stafford Castle
Learners in Y8 and Y12 went to see an open air
matinee performance of Shakespeare’s The
Tempest performed at Stafford Castle in July.
Set in the glamorous 1930s on a small Italian
occupied island off the coast of Somalia, the
director (Clare Prenton) was able to explore the
complicated issues of colonial power, revenge
and the repentance and reconciliation
associated with Shakespeare’s end plays. We
were treated to some stylish shipboard song
and dance routines to see in the New Year of
1936 and several magical illusions designed by
magicians Morgan and West.
The English Dept

During refugee week 19th – 25th June, the Head girl, arranged for forms to collect wanted items for
“Sanctus” at St Marks church in Shelton. This supports Asylum seekers and refugees based locally in
Staffordshire. This had a brilliant response and the generosity of the pupils and their families was truly
amazing. Also Y12 English Language students took part in a bake off and sold the remaining cakes to
staff raising £23. Mrs K Edwards’ GCSE citizenship group run a raffle and raised £42. Sanctus will along
with all donations receive a cheque for £50 the remainder of the money was spent on baby essential
items.
Thanks for all your continued support.
Mrs L Andrukowicz-Kearns
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Maria Conlon Y8 won the runner-up prize for her short story Trapped in the Sentinel “Too Write” competition.
You can see Maria (3 minutes into the video) on the following link on the Sentinel website:
http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/too-write-creative-writing-winners-announced/story-30428944-detail/story.html.
Trapped
It happened in this very room. I look around. Everything is the same: the dusty, old bed tucked away in the corner;
the dark, wooden chest; the looming chandelier casting flickering shadows around the vast room. Everything is the
same. So dull. So unassuming. Who would have known...
We stood within the narrow hallway, the dust rising upon our arrival. The old lady, who was selling the house, lit a
candle only to reveal a cluster of shadows welcoming us in. We ventured onwards, the floorboards creaking, the
doors squeaking.
"Mother, I don't like this house." I whispered. She murmured her agreement as she ran her finger over the shelves,
sending a billow of dust into the stifling air.
"It would make a perfect home for your lovely daughter. Plenty of space and a big garden", smiled the old lady. "We
lived here happily for over 60 years..."
I escaped quickly. Up the many steps I ran, testing each one before setting my weight on them. Then I reached a
room. Back then, it looked perfect: so spacious, much less claustrophobic than the rest of the house. I heaved
open the heavy door, wincing as the deep rumble broke the deafening silence.
I reached the middle and halted, trembling in the cold draft. A shiver was sent down my spine like fingers slowly
tracing the shape of my vertebrate. The chandelier above me began to revolve. It creaked in the wind. It sent a
flicker of blinking eyes into the midst, then stopped. The eyes disappeared, as if shut, waiting for something to
happen...
SLAM! The draft shut the door with a force. I swung round. Stared. That was when realisation hit me like a bomb
dropping in the pit of my stomach.
Something was missing. The door... It had no handle. It must have come off when the door slammed. I was
trapped.
"Mother!" I yelled desperately, trying to push the door open. But no answer came. My heart beat rapidly in my
chest, trying to escape its cage. Dread rose inside me like vomit. I stood there in the dark. The hollowing darkness,
enough to eat me whole.
I stumbled back. What was that creak? I stepped forward. Yes! A secret door in the ground! Like a dog at soil, I
scratched at the side, willing it to open. Then the wood jolted beneath my fingertips revealing a new hope.
Banishing the doubts from my mind, I hauled myself in.
Was it possible to be darker than before? Dustier, narrower? But I kept going, shuffling forward on my chest. The
dust clogged my nostrils, stung my eyes. Forward, forward... Stop. There at last, a faint flicker of daylight. A misty
glow guiding me forward. A golden light dancing before my eyes.
I scrambled towards it until I saw a tiny room. But this was no ordinary room... It was filled with old statues and
ornaments, glistening with pure gold. They were everywhere, on the floor, lining
the corners. Gold light, gold coins, gold treasure. I felt my jaw drop, and my eyes
didn't know which way to look! I had to tell my mother! Then I remembered. I
was trapped. But just as that thought hit me, I spotted another door in the floor.
Unsure, I edged over to it. Wrenching it open, I ogled down at what looked like
the garden of the house. I was free!
"Mother! Mother!" I squealed, skidding back into the hallway. "I absolutely looove
this house!" I tried not to burst with excitement as I hopped up and down on the
dusty doormat.
My mother stared at me in surprise. "But I thought you found it spooky?"
"Spooky? No! It's like an old treasure chest!" I beamed, desperately winking at
my mother, trying to give her a hint.
"Funny you said that." The old lady smiled, a glint in her distant, grey eyes. "My
late husband used to say the house is full of old treasure from his archaeological
trips. But then his mind was wandering in his old days."
"Well, if you like it that much, we'll buy it!" My mother smiled, still looking rather
puzzled at this turn of events. "I must say, this house has something."
"Definitely!" I exclaimed, imagining the future that lay ahead. Who would know
that this house would hold such wonderful surprises? Well, as the saying goes,
"When one door closes, another door opens..."
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Paintballing 12/7/17
As part of the final flexible learning day of the current academic year, 120 students spent the day paintballing at
Unreal Paintball in Madeley. On what was a lovely sunny day, students from years 7 to 12 took part in paintball
battles in different scenarios including laying siege to a castle! Students were very enthusiastic and had great
fun. Staff took part as well and Mr Melling seemed to be an unfortunate target of some accurate shooting whilst
Mr Relton resembled something out of the ‘Rambo’ films!
Mr Lemmon
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Mathematics Department

Practise 4 Perfection
Taken from the words of St Paul
“ whatever you have learned and received and heard from me , and seen in me , put these
things into practice and the God of peace will be with you “
Phillipians 4:9
Junior Maths Challenge results
The Junior maths challenge is a national competition for anyone from Year 7 to 8. Only the best are awarded
certificates and to gain such a certificate is fantastic achievement. Well done to all those listed below and
to anyone who participated.
Gold and Best in School and qualified for the Kangaroo
Gold and best in school and qualifying for the next round Ethan Unnet-Whittaker.
Silver
Kian Gustilo, Reyan Ullah, Sam Bromley, James Bowler, Maria Conlon, Rachel Bromley, Jaycee
Matunog, Uchennia Ekechuwu, Nathan Slater
Bronze
Ben De Vera, Finlay Hammond, Jai Parthiban, Thomas Kenny, Abel Sini, Aneel Ali, Oliver Platt,
Poppy Wynne, Igor Grot, Tom Porter, Griff Davies, Charlotte Tatton, Ethan Plummer, Jasmine
Samonte, Owen Leek, Zeeshan Ali, Antonio Sgarito, Hanna Gwitt, Benedict Uche, Katie Williams
Mathematics in the home
Can you help your child at home with their maths?
Any work you can do on basic skills will help and no method is incorrect if it gets a right answer.
Sadly we live in a society where it seems acceptable to say we are no good at maths!!!! This is not the case we
just need more practise over and over again on basic skills.
Want to know how you could help then contact the maths department
Equipment
A reminder about the equipment that pupils should be bringing to maths lessons.
Pen, pencil, ruler, compass, protractor, rubber and a scientific calculator. Equipment can be purchased from
the department at any time. The equipment is much cheaper and in some cases much better quality that the
stuff sold in the shops.
Changes to GCSE and KS3 curriculum
The new GCSE maths system will be on the new number system from 1 to 9 with 9 being the top and 4/5
being a C equivalent. The government have just announced that a grade 5 will be considered as the “good
pass” grade. The only grade that we have a definite equivalent for is that a 7 will be a grade A.
Year 7 and 8 are now following the new national curriculum that can be found on government websites.
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Y8 Vocations Day 2017
This year’s vocations Day took place
on Thursday 14th June, with a
number of guest speakers who came
into school to lead sessions for our
Y8 pupils.
Our visitors included, Father Andrew
Berry, a priest and Dominican Friar;
Brother Andrew Ferris of the Sacred
Heart Fathers of Betharram; the
Sehion Ministry Group; Kevin Ryan
and
Robert
Stevenson,
2
seminarians who are studying for the
priesthood; Barbara & Steve Kitson,
a married couple who also work as
marriage counsellors; Phil Mayland
from CAFOD and Sister Valerie, a Dominican Sister from Stone.
Pupils went to 4 different sessions throughout the day and engaged with each of the speakers they
encountered. We finished the day by celebrating Mass together in the hall during period 5 and our main
celebrant was Fr. Berry, who led us in a reflective and thought provoking service. Our music was led by
Mrs Golds.
The day was thoroughly enjoyable, with many pupils ending the day feeling very motivated; some pupils
who were spoken to say that they would like to visit a monastery one day!
All the visitors are keen to visit us again next year, which highlighting the wonderful example set by
pupils. We look forward to seeing them again next year and well done Y8 for getting involved, and for
making the visitors feel so welcome.

YCT Peter Pan Volunteering
Between the 7th and 28th June, members of the school youth chaplaincy team took part in volunteering
at the Peter Pan Nursery Centre for Children with Special Needs. Pupils helped with dinner times, played
games and read to some of the children; who were very grateful to have our pupils helping out. The visits
then finished with a special BBQ celebration with parents, staff and children held at Our Place. Despite
the weather, pupils had a fantastic time helping to serve food, taking part in activities and had assisted
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staff in organising the day. We would like to say a big thank you to all the staff that let us
participate in the event, and look forward to carrying on with more volunteering in September!
Year 10 Geography field trip:
A successful if not drizzly field trip to Cumberland Brook. Students practiced their physical
fieldwork techniques by measuring the river's width, depth & velocity at various points along the
river course. Students will now spend lesson times applying their gained knowledge to their river
landscape topic and analyse their data.
Ms Wright & Ms Gentle-Lloyd

Our Yr10 GCSE PE students were awarded the inaugural Alice
Charity Shield at Northwood Stadium. They finished in 2nd
place in the It's a Knockout Event but due to their outstanding
attitude on the day, the Schools fundraising efforts over the
last 2 weeks and the promotion of the Alice Charity on social
media we were awarded the Shield.

U13 Cricket Team (pupils missing from
photo Hugh Irving and Liv Chorlton)
Congratulations to the U13 Cricket team
who continued their great run in the
County Cup by beating Queen Mary
Grammar School in the Quarter Final.
SJF 108 for 6
T Longworth 54
O Platt 15
Queen Mary Grammar 105 for 7
H Irving 2 for 2
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Finance Office news
Cashless Payment
Please be aware that cashless payment is now in place. Please ensure that the relevant Parent Pay accounts are
topped up and that students have either had their fingerprint data taken or have their PIN. Without finger print scan
or PIN students will not be able to access food from the canteen.
Lockers
The Academy provides a school locker for use by pupils for their duration at school. This is a one-off, nonrefundable payment to cover the cost of hire and the initial padlock. The cost of the locker is £10.50. Replacement
padlocks will cost £3.80. – Please pay through Parent Pay.
School Ties
School ties are available for collection from the Finance Office at a cost of £6.00 per tie, after payment on Parent
Pay.
Parent Pay – Balance Alert
I wanted to bring to your attention to a useful feature on Parent Pay that you may not be aware of.
Balance alerts will inform you when your account falls to a particular balance.
Email alerts are free of charge, but you will be charged for text alerts to your mobile.
All that you have to do is set the balance alert at for e.g. £5.00.
When your balance falls to this amount you will be sent an alert, ensuring that your child’s account will always have
funds available.
To set this up simply follow the directions below:Click on Profile at the top of the screen
Click on Alert setting on the left had side
Balance alert - put an amount in "threshold" and click email or text (please ensure your email address is registered)
Press save at the bottom of the page.

Parent Pay – New Item Alert
I wanted to bring to your attention to a useful feature on Parent Pay that you may not be aware of.
New Item alerts - an alert will inform you when the school creates a new payment item
Email alerts are free of charge, but you will be charged for text alerts to your mobile.
All that you have to do is click email or text under "New Item Alert"
To set this up simply follow the directions below:Click on Profile at the top of the screen
Click on Alert setting on the left hand side
New Item alerts - click email or text (please ensure your email address is registered)
Press save at the bottom of the page
St John Fisher School Fund – As you are aware this year we are looking to massively increase our school fund
donations. The cost is £10 per annum per family. We would like to add a new school shelter in the playground.
Your contribution will help with this great idea.
Please could you look at Parent Pay and help us to raise enough money for the shelter.
During 2016/17 we have manage to raise a massive £1,440 which is a great achievement and getting us closer to
the amount we need for the shelter.
If any parent (or family member!) or the company they work for are able
to support us in our project
with sponsorship of the shelter, please drop an email to our Bursar Mrs
Bowers - vbowers@ctkcc.co.uk to discuss involvement.
Again thank you for your support
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Learning Express Department
Before School Homework Club
Every morning
8:00am - 8:50am

After School
Art and Craft Club
Wednesday 3:15pm – 4:00pm
(Parental slips are available from Mrs Parton or Mrs Boon)

Lunchtime Homework Clubs
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, 1.50pm – 2.10pm
All years welcome

Morning Club
“It’s a fun way to
start the day.”
Typing Club
“I feel more
confident using a
keyboard”
Y8 Learner

Morning Club
“You can play games
and it is on every
day!”
Y8 learner

Y7 learner

Typing Club
“You can learn how to
type faster.
You learn new skills”
Y9 Learner

What support I
have in Learning Express
and why I like it.
Art Club
“I like painting and
making things.
You meet different
people.
You make new
friends”.
Y8 learner

Homework Club
“You can get help
with your work.
You have more time
at home if you
complete homework
in school”.
Y7 learner
Year 7 learner
Morning Club
“You can socialise
with different people

you might not
normally meet.”
Y10 learner
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Coffee Mornings
Our Coffee Mornings are extremely well attended by parents of pupils who need some extra support.
Parents of Y5 and 6 pupils from feeder Catholic Primary School are also invited and this supports the
transition of pupils into St John Fisher Catholic College. SENCo’s from our feeder Catholic Primary Schools
and representatives from outside agencies also attend and provide parents with information and support.
Calendar date for the new academic year:
Coffee Mornings:
Wednesday 20th December 2017, 9am – 11am
Tuesday 17th July 2018 9am – 11am
Evening for parents and learners who are on the SEND register:
Tuesday 3rd October 2017 5.15pm – 6.15pm
Y7 Catch-up Learners
Well done to all the Catch up learners who have been making great progress with their reading and maths.
To continue to build on this success continue to read and explore new books over the holidays and practise
maths skills using Mymaths!
New in September 2017
We welcome two new members of staff to the Learning Express Team, Miss K Tinsley and Miss E Tanner
Mrs L R Cartwright

SENCo

FLD - Y7-12 learners enjoyed a trip to Cinebowl
where they took part in ice skating and bowling and
watched Despicable Me 3. They spent the day
socialising with many different year groups and
celebrating their hard work all year. Well done!
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Staffordshire Safeguarding Children Board
Please click on this link and read the useful advice and
information they are providing.
https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/ParentsCarers/Be-Activity-Wiseadvice-for-parents/Extra-curricular-activity-advice-for-parents.aspx
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School Terms and Holiday Dates 2017 / 2018
Autumn Term 2017:
Staff:
Monday 4 September – Friday 20 October
Pupils:
Wednesday 6 September – Friday 20 October
Staff Holiday:
Monday 23 October – Friday 27 October
Pupil Holiday:
Monday 23 October – Monday 30 October
Staff:
Monday 30 October – Friday 22 December
Pupils:
Tuesday 31 October – Friday 22 December
Holiday:
Monday 25 December – Friday 5 January
Spring Term 2018:
Staff & Pupils:
Holiday:
Staff & Pupils:
Holiday:
Easter Sunday:

Monday 8 January – Friday 16 February
Monday 19 February – Friday 23 February
Monday 26 February – Thursday 29 March
Friday 30 March – Friday 13 April
Sunday 1 April

Pupil absence line

If your child is ill
please ring the
school pupil
absence line 01782
346333 – which is
available 24 hours
a day. Don’t forget
to send a note in
when your child
returns after an
absence.

Summer Term 2018:
Staff & Pupils:
Monday 16 April – Friday 25 May
May Day:
Monday 7 May
Holiday:
Monday 28 May – Friday 1 June
Staff & Pupils:
Monday 4 June – Friday 20 July
Holiday:
Monday 23 July – Friday 31 August

Editor:
Ms J Rogers
Articles contributed by staff and students
Compiled by Mrs R Edwards
The newsletter is available in full colour on the school website. If you would like the
newsletter in a printed format, please let the office know.
Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ
Tel 01782 615636 Fax 01782 346339
E: headteacher@ctkcc.co.uk or office@ctkcc.co.uk
Web site: www.sjfcc.net Twitter: @sjfcc

