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As we come to the end of my second year at St John Fisher Catholic College, I feel privileged to lead this
amazing school. On the one hand, two years seem to have flown by, but on the other hand I cannot believe
how much we have managed to do during this last year. Our new build is due to open in October and we will
also have completely refurbished changing facilities which will greatly enhance the environment for both
learners and staff.
I am incredibly proud of all the achievements of our learners who continue to amaze me on a daily basis with
their commitment, compassion, generosity and support for one another. As a school we have had considerable
success in sporting and academic achievements as well as in extracurricular activities such a Duke of
Edinburgh and F24 Green Power. A special mention needs to go to our Young Enterprise Company , Numero
who won the national award for Innovation in IT earlier this month.
None of these things could happen without our amazing staff who go above and beyond on a daily basis to
help to develop all our learners; academically, emotionally and spiritually, in a rich and rewarding culture
rooted in the teachings of Christ. I would like to thank them, and you, for the support given to the school.
I continue to feel truly blessed to work in such a wonderful place.
Have a wonderful and restful summer holiday.
God Bless

-

Theresa Madden

Young Enterprise Company of the Year 2018 success
We are proud to announce that our student company Numero took part in the National Finals of Young Enterprise
th
in London on 6 July representing the West Midlands. At the finals, which were held at County Hall Westminster,
Numero was winner of the ‘Innovation in IT’ award 2018 and was named overall Runner-up Young Enterprise
Company of the Year 2018.
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The student team, Numero, have been working in collaboration with Keele University’s School
of Pharmacy to design and create a maths app for secondary school students, using
augmented reality to support student learning. After being named Staffordshire Young
Enterprise Company of the Year in March, the team went on to win the West Midlands
Company of the Year 2018 too in June, before progressing to the final round.
There were fourteen teams at the final, held at County Hall, London, representing regions
across the UK including Northern Ireland, Scotland and Gibraltar, competing for a range of
awards. At the final in London, Numero were judged on several factors. They submitted a
company report, held a trade stand to display their marketing and branding, and had a business
interview to explain the journey of their product. In the evening Steph McGovern from BBC
Breakfast awarded our students with their prizes.
Everyone at St. John Fisher is extremely proud of the Numero team, and their achievements in
the Young Enterprise competition 2018. Their hard work and dedication this year has resulted in
the following 8 awards for Numero
Staffordshire Young Enterprise Company of the Year 2018
Staffordshire Best Innovation Award 2018
Staffordshire Best Interview Award 2018
West Midlands Young Enterprise Company of the Year 2018
West Midlands Best Trade Stand 2018
West Midland Best Innovation 2018
National Young Enterprise Runner-up of Company of the Year 2018
National Best Innovation in ICT Award 2018

West Midlands final

West Midlands final
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Pictures from the National Finals in London

Staff changes from September

The following members of staff are leaving us to
take up posts elsewhere; we thank them for
their hard work while they have been with us and
wish them every happiness and success in the
future.
Mrs E Amison
Ms N Canavan
Mrs R Dutton
Mr T Harding
Mrs F Hewardine
Mr S Jardine
Mr R Kain
Mrs M Majoros
We would also like to mark the end of
Mr Stevenson’s teaching career by thanking him
for the amazing contribution he has made to the
pupils of the school for over 3 decades.
Although Mr Stevenson will be hanging up his
trainers, after 31 years of teaching PE at SJF;
we are really fortunate that we will be able to
continue to utilise his considerable experience as
he joins the Wellbeing Team.

The following staff will be joining us in
September and we look forward to welcoming
them to our school community.
Mrs C Bugg- Teacher of performing arts
Miss V Ellis – Teacher of English
Mr D Hayes- Teacher of PE
Mrs E Hall – Teacher of English
Mrs E Lewis- Teacher of PE
Miss M Lockett - Teacher of PE
Miss E Matthews- Teacher of English
Miss A Molloy- Apprentice LSA
Miss L Read - Apprentice LSA
We also officially welcome the kitchen staff as
all catering moves in house from September
Mrs M Wainwright
Mrs Y Beardmore
Mrs E Brookes
Mrs D Bunn
Mrs J Downey
Mrs M Jones
Mrs S Kerr
Mrs A Steadman
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The new school day from September 2018
ALL YEARS
08:45 – 09:45 Period 1
09:45 – 10:45 Period 2
10:45 – 11:05 BREAK
11:05 – 11:25 Form Time
11:25 – 12:25 Period 3
Y7 & Y8
12:25 – 13:00 LUNCH
13:00 – 14:00 Period 4
14:00 – 15:00 Period 5
Y9 & Y10 & Y11
12:25 – 13:25 Period 4
13:25 – 14:00 LUNCH
14:00 – 15:00 Period 5

Uniform
Please remember to check the school website with regard to the uniform requirements for
September:
http://www.saintjohnfishercc.co.uk/2081-2/
Our uniform policy can be found within the above link, or accessed separately here:
http://www.saintjohnfishercc.co.uk/sjf-policies/SJFCC-Uniform-Policy-June-2018.pdf
Local school uniform stockists
https://www.smartacademyuniform.co.uk/
https://www.clivemark.co.uk/schools/s/st-john-fisher-catholic-college.html
All pupils need to be in full school uniform from September 2018. Any parents, who have
any issues in obtaining the correct uniform, please contact the school.
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Please see our posting on our
Facebook page about this
community fund bid.
Please like and share the post,
and also like the photo (click on
the photo and ‘like’ it from there
too)
Voting will be done via
Facebook, the posts with the
most votes (likes) will then
become our finalists.
Voting will then open on
09/07/2018,
closing
on
03/08/2018
Finalists will be announced on
06/08/2018
Winners will be announced on
01/10/2018

Message from Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service would like to communicate to young people how to stay safe during the
warm weather we are currently experiencing. They would appreciate it if you could talk to our pupils in forms
about the risks of setting grass fires and swimming in open water.
The main points to cover are as follows:
Deliberately setting grass fires is a crime. It could result in a prison sentence or a £5000 fine.
Grass fires are very dangerous as they can quickly spread and get out of control.
Deliberate grass fires can also put both firefighters and members of the public at needless risk of injury.
When enjoying the outdoors put rubbish in a nearby bin or take it home.
Open water can be dangerous. There may be unseen dangers including the risk of waterborne disease.
Cold water shock can kill within one minute of being in the water. Only swim at lifeguarded pools
More safety information can be found on our website at www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk and we are also on
Facebook ‘Staffordshires Fire and Rescue’ and Twitter ‘@Staffsfire’.
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Introduction to French history
On Wednesday the 20th June, Y5 children of St.
Marys Catholic Primary school joined St John
Fisher to enjoy an outstanding performance of a
French history play.
This was performed by two very talented actors;
along with the performance the children learned not
just French but history too.
During this performance children from both of the
schools were eager to participate in the act.
Different activities were going on through the act
involving the audience.
The play included laughter and smiley faces.
The performance was very clear to the children
even though we aren’t fluent in French yet, this act
was extremely enjoyable as it gave us all a nice break from work. The primary children really enjoyed it
and they hope to see them again.
Ellie Mirowski , Lori-Beth Gerrell and Mya Clews
Year 10 German Trip to Stuttgart
In June our GCSE German Y10 learners had the
opportunity to take part in an educational visit to
Stuttgart in Southern Germany. This was a
great opportunity for learners to practice their
language skills in a native environment and gain
greater confidence in preparation for their
exams in Y11. Learners had a very busy 4 days
completing a wide variety of German language tasks including translation of information on
Stuttgart, a German literature reading task at Schloss Ludwigsburg (castle) and of course
practically applying their spoken language to ask for/obtain information. Highlights of this years’
trip were also visits to the Mercedes Benz Museum (highlighting Stuttgart’s role as the centre of
the German car industry), Marbach (which is the birthplace of the German author Friedrich
Schiller), as well as as
taking a tour of
Stuttgart and the
Television Tower with
its views over the city
and the Black Forest.
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Sentinel Too Write competition
Maria Conlon Y9 won the runner-up prize for her short story
Woodland Symphony
It was very peaceful that day. Emma strolled through the woods, the
soft grass gently tickling her feet. Smiling, she lifted her head to the
sun. Bathing in its glorious light, she admired the golden rays
streaking through the boughs above, dripping through the gaps in
the leaves like honey. Spring had slipped into the world like a softly
sung lullaby, all colours blending into one another like a large pastel
painting. Shades of gold sat beneath shafts of faltering light,
hindered by softly spun clouds. Emma listened blissfully to the sweet
melodies of the birds singing above her. Then another sound entered
the orchestra of the woods.
It was the faint lull of a flute, accompanied by the rich strings of a
violin. It filled the air without effort, like waves filling holes in beach
sand, the sound drifting in and out of every tree. Suddenly she
became aware of herself hurrying through the trees in pursuit of the
music. Violins ascended together, with rich vibrations so full and
strong, in their flight to the heavens. The music soared through the
air like an eagle taking flight, carrying with it her soul, body and heart.
She tried to hold onto every note. She could almost drink the music, so rich and whole. It was as heady
as the fragrance of the flowers drifting lazily through the world of bliss.
Then she slowed and stopped.
She had been so caught up in the alluring charm of the music that she had lost her way. Suddenly, the
sun had vanished behind the clouds, and the colours of the woods had faded. The world had grown
mysterious, and the music had changed, slipped into the minor key and dropped an octave lower.
Ahead, in a meadow brimming with the violet shades of wild heather, lay a lone Victorian mansion. The
walls had crumbled slightly, leaving holes which only ivy had attempted to mend. Windows were
nothing more than shattered casements. Age had destroyed its beauty, but not its spirit.
Emma remembered that place. It used to be an elegant restaurant, complete with a wonderful live
orchestra - her mum's favourite place before she died. Happy memories came flooding back. The
gardens in full bloom, where children had once played beneath the sun's warm rays. The fountain with
crystal drops spurting forth to join their kin in the pool below. The restaurant in all its splendour, once a
beacon of its age, but now in ruins, faded and forgotten.
On the terrace, dressed in a pure white gown, stood an elderly lady. Her long grey hair, as if tailored
from silver silk, played in the warm wind. She looked strangely familiar in the hazy sunlight.
"Mum?" whispered Emma, her heart racing.
The lady smiled warmly and nodded, her gentle blue eyes shimmering like the fresh bluebells around
her.
Then she faded away, together with the sound of the music.
You can see Maria (3 minutes into the video) on the following link on the Sentinel website:
http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/too-write-creative-writing-winners-announced/story-30428944detail/story.html
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Mathematics Department
Practise 4 Perfection
Taken from the words of St Paul
“ whatever you have learned and received and heard from me, and seen in me, put these things into
practice and the God of peace will be with you “
Phillipians 4:9
72% of the A level mathematicians in 2017 achieved a grade A* A or B. This is an
outstanding achievement for the students.
Junior maths challenge winners
Ethan Unett-Whittaker (Gold and best in school )
Gold for Kian Gustilo, Benedict Uche, Emilia Wildman
Silver for Dominik Cierocki, Antonio Sgarito, Reyan Ullah, Freya Wood, Grace Huckfield,
Aaron Magat, Oliver Scott
Bronze for Tom Harrison, Maggie Stevenson, Aivin Joseph, Dillon Higginson,
Bethany Myatt, Raj Bansal, Samuel Besa, Lilyanna Watkins, Evie Taylor, Damon Barber
Katie Williams, Emma Day, Alyah Kahlil, Beth Stevens

Numeracy Standards
Ten past ten, or ten-ten in the morning, or at night
can be written in lots of different ways:
10:10am or 10:10 pm for morning and afternoon
10:10 or 22:10 if we are using the 24 hour clock
A colon is always used to separate the hours and
minutes.

Another time such as 8:45 am is
also said to be quarter to nine.
Knowing the use of all times is
important for everyday life
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Equipment
A reminder about the equipment that pupils should be bringing to maths lessons.
Pen, pencil, ruler, compass, protractor, rubber and a scientific calculator. Equipment can be
purchased from the department at any time. The equipment is much cheaper and in some cases
much better quality that the stuff sold in the shops.
Changes to GCSE
The new GCSE has more reading required as part of the examinations. Encouraging more reading
around the home would help with this as it will with other subjects.
Help and Support
Remember that www.mymaths.co.uk can be used at home to help and support in lots of ways and
it’s not just for homework tasks. We also use the schools VLE moodle for some homework tasks
where you will find PDF files of books. The BBC website www.bbc.co.uk/schools/bitesize also has
many things to help for all ages.
Mr D Bailey

Mollie Harris in Y7 wrote a letter asking Prue Leith
CBE to visit us whilst she was in the local area for
the Stoke on Trent Literary Festival.
Prue Leith accepted, and Emma Bridgewater came
with her. They both met with pupils in the library
whilst being treated to a Staffordshire Breakfast
(oatcakes of course!)
Prue Leith CBE is an author of fiction, cookery and
gardening books, has her own Cookery School, and
is now a judge on The Great British Bake Off.
Emma Bridgewater is a local businesswoman,
founding and owning The Emma Bridegwater Factory
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The Y7 school council reps have written an article called "Moving On" for the Catholic
national newspaper "The Universe". It will be published over the summer! Well done!
Moving on
Hello, we are the Y7 school council reps from St John Fisher Catholic
College and we would like to give all of you in Y6 some advice about
moving up to secondary school.
Even though you are probably scared about moving up, don’t be!
You will be fine! Looking back we were all worried about making
new friends or not knowing anyone at all; having lots of different
teachers, getting lost around enormous buildings, having loads and
loads of homework, being scared of the older kids and just thinking
you weren’t going to fit in.
As we come to the end of our first year here at secondary school we
can assure you it is nothing to worry about. Joe said “Even though I
was the only one to come from my primary school I have made
loads of new friends”; and Halima said “My primary school was
tiny. There are more kids in Y7 than there are in my whole primary
school. I was a bit worried about the older kids and getting lost in
my new school, however it only took me a few days and I realised
the older kids were alright really, and I knew my way around the
school.”
Grace and Emily said “Primary school really is a bit boring; you do the same subjects pretty much all day. Here at
secondary school we have loved being able to do cooking and have enjoyed making apple crumble and pizzas.”
Jade and James said “In science you get to do more exciting experiments than you ever did in primary school. We
have really enjoyed dissecting a flower and can’t wait until year 10 when we get the chance to dissect a lamb’s
heart! Being in a real lab and around proper elements with the correct equipment is really exciting.”
If we could give you just 5 top tips to survive the first few weeks of secondary school it would be:
1. Make sure you ask teachers for help- they won’t eat you…….. we hope!
2. You won’t be alone, you will make friends- don’t worry!
3. The first day will probably be with your tutor and they will show you around- you will quickly learn
everywhere! Secondary school is much smaller than you think.
4. Volunteer for things. A lot of us are in the sports teams, music clubs and all belong to the school council.
This helps you make new friends as well as helping you to become more confident.
5. Finally, enjoy it!

Natalie McCann has completed her degree in Law at Newcastle Upon Tyne University.
Congratulations on an amazing achievement Natalie!
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Lourdes Pilgrimage 2018
This half term holiday 4 students and 3 adults attended the
annual Birmingham archdiocese pilgrimage to Lourdes. They
travelled by coach from St Thomas More at 6:30am on Saturday
26th May all the way to town of Lourdes, arriving back at school
the following Saturday.
While at Lourdes the small group took part in a wide range of
activities focused on the 2018 theme of “Do what He tells you.”
They took part in the candle lit procession which Harry remarked
“was amazing, I couldn’t believe how many people were
gathered there to watch” as well as the daily prayers and
procession of banners. Holly Mae said that this year her
absolute highlight was being able to go in to the holy baths and
that she would definitely be going to Lourdes again.

Jack said “although this is my third year going
to Lourdes, I can’t wait to go again, the whole
experience is amazing, I have loved it all- I
couldn’t pick just one bit!”
They were also fortunate enough to go on the
day trip out in to the Pyrenees mountains which
they all said was lovely and Eddie remarked
that they saw “beautiful scenery”

Overall this was a wonderful pilgrimage and
we would like to thank Mr Hilan, Mrs Marshall
and Mr Relton for attending the pilgrimage as
well and for supporting our young people.
Until next year ……!
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Swimathon
Amy and Katie Williams (Y11 and Y8) participated in the
Swimathon 2018 on April 29th to raise money for cancer
that has touched their family particularly over the last 3
years.

The swim was 2.5km each,
so 100 lengths of the 25m
pool each. They raised
over £400 between them.
Well done!

Mrs Higgins would like to say a huge thank you to
staff and students who sponsored her on her ZipWire challenge!
Mrs Higgins raised over £600 for St Luke’s Hospice in
Cheshire.
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Y7 Volcanoes
Y7 pupils in Geography were asked to make volcanoes as part of their topic on volcanoes. There
was a fantastic response and many of the volcanoes were then displayed in the library for all to
see!
Some pupils made edible volcanoes which of course did not get as far as the library! Please come
and collect your volcanoes before the end of term, many thanks.
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It has been a busy year for DofE with the Award scheme gaining more interest since we became a DLC back in
February 2017.
Gold Award.
We had our first Gold Award group of eight participants who were all direct entrants to the Award scheme. They
did brilliantly on their tough expeditions in September and October 2017 which, unfortunately for them, were
both wet experiences. The completed their practice expedition in the Dark Peak area and completed their
qualifying expedition in Snowdonia. It did not dampen their spirit though and they received high praise from their
assessors. As they were direct entrants, the Award scheme would take them eighteen months to complete and
we are now starting to verify the first set of Gold Award eDofE accounts that are being submitted. All those who
complete the Gold Award will receive their official Award next year at one of the Royal Palaces. Watch this space
for updates!
Silver Award
We had a small, but very committed Silver Award group this year of four participants. Three had previously
completed their Bronze Award and one was a keen direct entrant. Three of them had to juggle the preparation of
their expedition with the demands of their GCSE's, but they tackled everything head on and with enthusiasm and
again, their assessors gave them a huge amount of praise. They completed their practice expedition in the White
Peak area and then their qualifying in the Dark Peak area. They experience a mixture of weather, but actually
ended on a sunny high! Currently they are completing the remaining sections and they have already stated that
they wish to move onto Gold.
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Bronze Award
This years cohort have been very focused and we have already got a number of students completing their
sections. Eighteen participants undertook their expeditions in June in the baking heat, but they all coped
brilliantly. Their assessors wrote glowing reports for them and stated that they were a really lovely and dedicated
group of young people to work with. Their navigation skills improved greatly over the two expeditions and a
number of students have already stated that they wish to move onto the Silver Award. Those participants who
have not completed sections need to log onto their eDofE accounts and upload their evidence, log sheets and
assessor reports.
Year 8
Year 8 were delivered the introduction to DofE assembly on Tuesday 10th July. Those students who showed
interest in the Award scheme took an information letter after the assembly. Those students who are interested in
undertaking the Award scheme from September 2018 are to take their enrolment form to Mrs Edwards in the
library and pay £25 to enrol through ParentPay by Friday 20th July 2018.
Well done to all of our current participants and we look
forward to welcoming a new cohort in September.
Ms Gentle-Lloyd
Y10 Geography trips to the Peak District

Y10 GCSE Geography students visited Cumberland Brook to complete a
river study. Students worked in groups with a range of equipment to
measure the width, depth, gradient and velocity of the river. It was a
beautiful dry and sunny day which was perfect weather for wading
through rivers.
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School Terms and Holiday Dates 2018 / 2019
Autumn Term 2018
Staff
Pupils
Holiday (pupils)
Holiday (staff)
Staff
Pupils
Holiday

Monday 3 September – Friday 26 October
Wednesday 5 September – Thursday 25 October
Friday 26 October – Monday 5 November
Monday 29 October – Friday 2 November
Monday 5 November – Friday 21 December
Tuesday 6 November – Friday 21 December
Monday 24 December – Friday 4 January

Spring Term 2019
Staff & Pupils
Holiday
Staff & Pupils
Holiday
Easter Sunday

Monday 7 January – Friday 15 February
Monday 18 February – Friday 22 February
Monday 25 February – Friday 12 April
Monday 15 April – Friday 26 April
Sunday 21 April

Summer Term 2019
Staff & Pupils
May Day
Holiday
Staff & Pupils
Holidays

Monday 29 April – Friday 24 May
Monday 6 May
Monday 27 May – Friday 31 May
Monday 3 June – Friday 19 July
Monday 22 July – Friday 30 August

Pupil absence line

If your child is ill
please ring the
school pupil
absence line 01782
346333 – which is
available 24 hours
a day. Don’t forget
to send a note in
when your child
returns after an
absence.

Mindfulness
Mindfulness sessions have been running throughout the year with a mixture of mindful meditations,
relaxation techniques and mindful colouring. All are welcome to attend and a new slot will be organised
for the new academic year.
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School Terms and Holiday Dates 2019 / 2020
Autumn Term 2019
Staff
Pupils
Holiday (pupils)
Holiday (staff)
Staff
Pupils
Holiday

Monday 2 September – Friday 25 October
Wednesday 4 September – Thursday 24 October
Friday 25 October – Monday 4 November
Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November
Monday 4 November - Friday 20 December
Tuesday 5 November – Friday 20 December
Monday 23 December – Friday 3 January

Spring Term 2020
Staff & Pupils
Holiday
Staff & Pupils
Holiday
Easter Sunday

Monday 6 January – Friday 14 February
Monday 16 February – Friday 21 February
Monday 24 February – Friday 3 April
Monday 6 April – Friday 17 April
Sunday 12 April

Summer Term 2020
Staff & Pupils
May Day
Holiday
Staff & Pupils
Holiday

Monday 20 April – Friday 22 May
Monday 4 May
Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May
Monday 1 June – Friday 17 July
Monday 21 July – Friday 28 August

Editor:
Ms J Rogers
Articles contributed by staff and students
Compiled by Mrs R Edwards
The newsletter is available in full colour on the school website. If you would like the
newsletter in a printed format, please let the office know.
Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ
Tel 01782 615636 Fax 01782 346339
E: headteacherspa@ctkcc.co.uk or office-sjfcc@ctkcc.co.uk
Web site: http://www.saintjohnfishercc.co.uk
Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/sjfcc.net/
Twitter: @sjfcc

