
Introduction and Preparation 
for Religious Studies A level



• Dear 11 learners. 
The attached PPT is being sent to as you have expressed an interest in 
pursuing Religious Studies (Philosophy, Ethics and Christian Developments) 
as an A level in September 2020. Well done…hopefully we will get the chance 
to meet you all at the start of the next academic year. In the meantime….
The following slides suggest some preparation work, preliminary reading and 
activities that will not only give you a better idea of what the A level will be 
about but will also keep your mind active enough so that you can keep 
interested and engaged to enable you to cope with the demands of A level –
particularly after what we realise has been an unprecedented and abrupt 
end to your school year.
Take care. If you have any questions or thoughts on the following ideas 
please email me. It would be great to hear from you! Mrs Willis and the R.E 
Department
cwillis@ctkcc.co.uk



The Exam board!

• The first thing any students should become familiar with is the 
website for the A level course that they are interested in. At St John 
Fisher we follow OCR Religious Studies.

The A level comprises of 3 chosen UNITS – we teach:
• 1) Philosophy of Religion.
• 2) Ethical Studies.
• 3) Christian Developments.
The link is below:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-
h173-h573-from-2016/
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Reading…
• A good place to start your reading is anything from British 

Philosopher Peter Vardy. His series of book called ‘The Puzzle of…’ are 
accessible and great preliminary reading for the Philosophy and Ethics 
sections of the course. He has ‘shortish’ chapters on a range of topics 
and then questions at the end which you could attempt or even 
discuss with someone at home!



Websites and links

• https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/

• https://gregbarker.education/free-resource/ (you will need to sign up 
for this but you will get fortnightly updates and brilliant articles and 
thinking tasks connected to Philosophical and ethical dilemmas in the 
modern world.
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Watch!

Religious Studies A level has so many 
connections with a huge variety of films, 
documentaries etc. that can support your 
learning and get you to think about some of the 
BIG issues connected with this subject. Here are 
a few suggestions:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW61HZJ5N7E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfBgT5djaQw

Louis Theroux has 
some excellent 
documentaries – the 
‘Altered States’ series is 
particularly good.
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Introduce yourselves to some of the Key 
scholars you will be studying!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69F7GhASOdM
• mini research on Plato and Aristotle (see painting on the first slide. It is 

called ‘The School of Athens’. Who painted it?, Who are the men in the 
middle of the painting?, Why are they painted in the way that they are?, 
What overall message about ‘school’ is the artist trying to portray?

• Read about the ‘Allegory of the Cave’ – do you know want the ‘Forms’ are 
that Plato is referring too?

• Other Key scholars that you could research are St Thomas Aquinas, Richard 
Swinburne, St Augustine, Philippa Foot, Wittgenstein, Descartes, Peter 
Singer, A J Ayer, R.M Hare, Paul Tillich, Raimon Panikkar….put them in 
chronological order and find out what their key contributions to 
philosophy, ethics and Christian developments are.
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