
 
 

   

 

SEN Information Report – St John Fisher Catholic College 

1 Efforts to achieve best outcomes 

St John Fisher Catholic College’s efforts to achieve the best outcomes for pupils with 

SEN and disabilities include:  

• Ensuring that all children are valued equally, regardless of their abilities and 

behaviours. 

 • Ensuring that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum so that 

they can reach their full potential and enhance their self‐esteem. 

• Providing a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual's needs and 

ability. This may include alternative provision or timetabled intervention sessions.  

• Identifying and assessing pupils with SEND as early and thoroughly as is possible 

and necessary and to fully involve learners, parents/guardians and staff in the 

identification, assessment and delivery of SEN.  

• Ensuring that SEND learners take a full part in all school activities.  

• Ensuring parents/guardians of SEND learners are kept fully informed of their child's 

progress and attainment. 

 • Ensuring that SEND learners are involved in decisions affecting their future SEND 

provision where appropriate  

• Striving for close co‐operation between all agencies concerned.  

• Meeting the needs of all learners who have SEND by offering continual and 

appropriate forms of educational provision by the most efficient use of all available 

resources. 

2 The kinds of SEN provided for  

St John Fisher Catholic College currently provides additional and/or different 

provision for a range of needs. These include: 

 • Communication and interaction, for example, Autistic spectrum disorder, speech 

and language difficulties 

 • Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia or pupils with 

moderate/severe/profound and multiple learning difficulties 

 • Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)  

• Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing 

impairments, processing difficulties. Support for physically disabled learners using a 

wheelchair  



 
 

   

 

3 Identifying pupils with SEN and assessing their needs 

Initially we will liaise with feeder Primary schools by speaking to their SENCo and 

Year 6 teacher. We will attend Year 5/6 Annual Reviews and observe the learner in 

their Primary working environment. Parents of Year 5/6 children are welcome to 

attend coffee mornings or arrange a visit at any time of the year.  

We will assess each learner’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which 

will build on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. This includes a 

diagnostic maths assessment for all learners and a reading test to assess the 

reading age of every learner in the year group. Class teachers will also make regular 

assessments of progress for all learners and identify those whose progress:  

• Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline  

• Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

 • Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

 • Widens the attainment gap. 

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs. 

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a learner is recorded 

as having SEN. When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we 

will start with the desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, 

and the views and the wishes of the learner and their parents/guardians. We will use 

this to determine the support that is needed and whether we can provide it by 

adapting our core offer, or whether something different or additional is needed. 

4 Consulting and involving learners and parents/guardians 

At St John Fisher Catholic College we will: 

 • Invite parent/guardian of the SEND learner to school for a meeting to discuss their 

child.  

• Invite parent/guardian to Learning Express Coffee Mornings.  

• Invite parent/guardian to discuss their child’s Pupil Passport strategies.  

• Hold transition meetings with parent/guardian and learner.  

• Invite Parent/guardian/guardians to Annual Review meetings  

• Attend Parent/guardian Evenings (SENCo and HLLSA).  

We operate an open door policy within Learning Express and any parent is able to 

contact the school via phone call or email and welcome to talk to a member of the 

team.  



 
 

   

 

We will have an early discussion with the learner and their parents/guardians when 

identifying whether they need special educational provision. These conversations will 

make sure that: 

 • Everyone develops a good understanding of the learner’s areas of strength and 

difficulty  

• We take into account the parents/guardians’ concerns  

• Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child 

• Everyone is clear on what the next steps are  

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the learner’s record and given to 

their parents/guardians. We will formally notify parents/guardians if it is decided that 

a learner will receive SEN support. 

5 Assessing and reviewing pupils’ progress towards outcomes 

At St John Fisher Catholic College we will: 

 • Speak to the Primary SENCo and Year 6 teacher to ascertain reading, spelling age 

and numeracy skills as well as key information regarding individual pupils’ strengths 

and difficulties.  

 • Be guided by EHC plans where applicable.  

Parents will receive four reports throughout the year: three providing progress and 

attainment information for each subject. The fourth will be a holistic overview of the 

child’s behaviour, attendance and engagement in the Catholic life of the school.  

All pupils with SEN will have a pupil passport and learning plan. The learning plan 

will be reviewed termly with an assessment of progress towards the agreed 

outcomes. At the review, new outcomes and associated provisions will be agreed 

between all stakeholders. The pupil passport and learning plans are always available 

for parents to look at and comment on, using the online platform Edukey.  All pupils 

with SEN will have a learning mentor who they will meet with regularly to discuss 

their progress and support.  

6 Supporting pupils moving between phases and preparing for 

adulthood 

At St John Fisher Catholic College we will support learners moving between phases 

and prepare for adulthood by:  

• Holding KS2 link days at St John Fisher Catholic College. The assistant 

headteacher for Catholic life will also deliver assemblies throughout the year, at 

feeder primary schools.  



 
 

   

 

• Holding Year 6 induction day and additional transition sessions with Learning 

Support Assistants (LSAs) in the Learning Express Department during June/July for 

vulnerable learners. 

 • Arranging Learning Express Department Coffee Mornings. Parents/guardians and 

learners are invited.  

• Visiting Primary schools to meet with their SENCo, Year 6 teacher and learners. 

From year 9, all learners with an EHC plan will have annual, independent careers 

advice as part of their annual review. From year 11, destinations will be discussed 

and colleagues from other providers will be invited to attend annual reviews as part 

of the transition process.  

All pupils with SEN will have careers advice in Key Stage 4 and also have the 

opportunity to gain work experience in Year 10. All pupils will have guidance from 

their mentor to support their transition to Key Stage 5 or further education e.g. 

college.  

7 Our approach to teaching pupils with SEN 

At St John Fisher Catholic College, our primary aim is for all pupils to receive high 

quality teaching within the classroom from subject specialists. All pupils will have 

access to a broad and balanced curriculum in order to be: 

• Successful and resilient learners who aspire to and achieve excellence 

• Confident individuals who can explore and communicate effectively  

• Responsible citizens who are active, loving and wise in all their endeavours  

This will be supplemented by support from LSAs within lessons who will work 

alongside the teacher to improve progress of individual pupils or groups of pupils.  

Furthermore, interventions may take place outside of the classroom to provide more 

targeted support to allow learners to thrive with their learning. The interventions 

provided are broad and are available to view on the whole-school provision map on 

the school website. 

8 Adaptations to the curriculum and learning environment 

At St John Fisher Catholic College:  

• Year 10 and 11 learners may be given the opportunity to study KS4 Vocational 

courses each week at Reaseheath College.  

• LSAs liaise with teachers to prepare appropriate resources for pupils with specific 

needs e.g. learners with a visual impairment.   

• LSAs support physical disability learners in accessing and operating the lifts. Our 

new food technology classroom has also specially designed to support learners with 

a physical disability.   



 
 

   

 

• Learners may be supported either one-to-one or in small groups with literacy and 

numeracy in Learning Express Department by a LSA.  

We work with the following agencies to seek expertise and advice to provide support 

for learners with SEN:  

• Visual Impairment Team (VI) 

• Hearing Impairment Team (HI)  

• Educational Psychologist (EP)  

• Special Educational Support Service (SENSS)  

• Occupational Health (OH) • Autism Outreach Team (AOT)  

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)  

• Special Education Needs and Disabilities Information Advice and Support Services 

(SENDIASS)  

• School Nurse  

9 Evaluating the effectiveness of SEN provision 

At St John Fisher Catholic College we evaluate the effectiveness of the provision for 

learners with SEN by: 

• Reviewing learners’ individual progress each term using progress profiles. 

• Listening to parents/guardians and pupils to gain their views. 

 • Undertaking learning walks and observations of all staff in order to improve 

practice.  

• Reviewing the impact of interventions and learning plans. 

• Using Pupil Passports to ensure that strategies and interventions are used 

effectively in the classroom by teachers and support staff. 

• Holding Annual Reviews for learners with EHC plans  

The Learning Express Department complete an annual standards tracker to ensure 

continual professional development 

10 Expertise and training of staff 

At St John Fisher Catholic College:  

• The SENCO has a reduced teaching timetable to manage SEND provision.  

• The SENCo will complete the national award as well as other appropriate CPD 

available.  



 
 

   

 

• We use specialist staff for our visual impaired, hearing impaired, physically 

impaired and autistic learners. Where appropriate, training will be delivered to all 

staff or staff who work with an individual pupil. 

As part of our CPD offer at the school, all staff will receive updates and training 

through regular teaching and learning briefings, INSET sessions and staff meetings. 

Some of these meetings will be focused on SEN provision and sometimes delivered 

by outside agencies.  

11 Enabling learners with SEN to engage in activities available to 

those in the school who do not have SEN 

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our learners, 

including our before-and after-school clubs. All learners are encouraged to go on our 

residential trip(s) to, for example, Alton Castle, Music tours, drama productions and 

opportunities with the History department.  

All learners are encouraged to take part in sports teams, music and choir. No learner 

will be excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN or disability. 

In addition: 

 • SENCo meets with the parent/guardian and learner to discuss their disability and 

how best to support them in school.  

• Advice and strategies are followed from outside agencies and this information is 

made available to teachers and support staff.  

• SENCo ensures that all staff at SJFCC are aware of the needs of SEND learners 

and how best to support them.  

• Supervised access to lifts to all floors in both the Siena block and Romero building 

are available for those learners who require it.  

• Ramps have been installed where there is a change in floor height.  

If a parent/guardian has a concern regarding their child’s participation (or lack of) in 

an activity, they are encouraged to make contact with the SENCo that the situation 

can be resolved efficiently.  

12 Support for improving emotional and social development 

We provide support for learners to improve their emotional and social development 

in the following ways:  

• Our Wellbeing and Pastoral Team meet each week to discuss vulnerable learners 

and ensure that they are effectively supported across all areas of the school.  

• Each year group has a Pastoral Leader and Progress Leader who support all 

learners.  



 
 

   

 

• Vulnerable learners are able to enter school via the door into the Learning Express 

Department and are supported by LSAs.  

• Vulnerable learners are supported in the Learning Express Department during 

break time and lunchtimes. 

 • Learners with SEN are encouraged to be part of the school council  

• Learners with SEN are also encouraged to be part of clubs to promote 

teamwork/building friendships etc.  

• We have a zero tolerance approach to bullying. 

We work collaboratively with a range of external agencies to ensure that any pupil 

receives the necessary level of support that required. These include but are not 

limited to NS Mind, CAMHs, emotional coaching and Parkes Education.  

13 Working with other agencies 

Further to the support mentioned above, at St John Fisher Catholic College our 

SENCo:  

• Liaises and works closely with all outside agencies to ensure that the learner can 

access all areas of the curriculum.  

• Liaises with Staffordshire and Stoke Education Authority, particularly with regard to 

EHC plans.  

• Invites SEND the Information, Advice and Support Services (IASS) to Coffee 

Mornings and evening presentation for the parents/guardians of Year 7 SEND 

learners. 

 


